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Please pray for Malcolm Kilby, Barbara McGwynn, Chow Yup Ken and all who have died recently, and for all whose 
anniversaries occur around this time: Archbishop Francis Grimshaw, Bishop Humphrey Bright, Mgr. Henry Francis Davis, 
Mgr. Canon John Joseph Welch, Frs. John Donnelly and John McManus, Deacon Louis Livesey, and also James Weir, 
Elsie Lamb, Austin Lilley, Joyce Ellis, Mary Lewis, Catherine Regan, Josie Bates, Rona Overton, Ronald Hamilton,       
John McCrave and Vincent Grace.   May they rest in peace.  
 

Please pray for those we know who are sick including: George Morton, Josie Dekkers, Paddy Beausang, Kevon Perry, 
Bridget Cherry, Chris Mullen, Peter Kennedy, Jennifer Shaw, Anne Doherty, Danny and Mary Harrington, and all the sick.  
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Welcome to St. Joseph’s. 
Today is “Laetare Sunday” – “Be Glad Sunday” – when we relax the disciplines of Lent and think of the joy of Easter. 

We are a parish with a clear identity and purpose: to be a Catholic community, formed by the Holy Spirit in 
the name of Jesus, for the glory and praise of God the Father and the service of His Kingdom, and also for 
the mutual up-building and support of its members. The core message that we feel called to live is contained 

in Jesus’ words: 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  (John 10:10) 
 

Sunday, 22nd March  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Day of Prayer for the Candidates for the Sacraments 

Mothering Sunday 

No Mass Today Jennifer Shaw 
 
 

Monday, 23rd March 
Commemoration of St. Turibius of Mongrovejo 

No Mass Today Anne Doherty (Get well) 

Tuesday, 24th March No Mass Today The People of the Parish   

Wednesday, 25th March 
Solemnity of the Annunciation 

No Mass Today The Brogan Family 

Thursday, 26th March No Mass Today Doreen Ryan 

Friday, 27th March No Mass Today Jack McCrave (Anniversary) 

Saturday, 28th March No Mass Today Mrs Elizabeth Conry 

Sunday, 29th March  
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Day of Prayer for the Candidates for the Sacraments 

No Mass Today Chris Mullen 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: on request (please phone to make sure I am here) 

Mass attendance: 140  
Last week’s collection: £461.55; Gift Aid: £210.00.  

Thank You. 

Reading Rota 9am 5pm 

Today   

Next Week   

Happy Mothering Sunday to all Mums. 
Each of us has a mother, whether she is with us or has passed away.  We thank God for them and pray for them 

especially today.  We also pray for our holy Mother Church. 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends.  I think that this is the last thing that I ever expected to have to write, but 
because of the need to prevent the spread of disease, from last Friday onwards there will be no public services 
held in this or any other Catholic church in the country.  That does not mean that you cannot pray or visit the 
church, but public gatherings are not allowed.  I know this is something that many will hear with disbelief and 
deep disappointment, but it is important not to lose hope and feel sustained by our faith and our parish 
community. This church will be open every day (except Tuesday) from about 9.30 in the morning until about 
6.00 in the evening.  I shall celebrate Mass privately each day for the intentions that have been requested and for 
all of you.   
 

There will be an end to this situation one day, but we have to take steps to ensure that our community survives.  
The church will be open each day for private prayer and I do encourage you to come and use it as much as you 
can.  I shall be available for private meetings (in the hall, at a suitable safe distance!) and for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and I hope to be able to expose the Blessed Sacrament to allow private devotion in the church.  I 
shall try to keep the parish website up to date with relevant information.  I have printed some leaflets which you 
may find helpful to put through the doors of people who are self-isolating offering your help.  Please come and 
collect from me if you can offer this support to your neighbours or fellow parishioners. 
 

On Sunday at 9.00 am or 5.00 pm, when we should be coming together in St. Joseph’s for Mass 
physically, can I ask each of you to pray for one another.  This can take whatever form you wish, from just 
spending a couple of minutes praying for the people you can think of all the way through to using your Sunday 
Missals to pray all the parts of the Mass.  I shall leave the exact form to you, but if we can feel that we are united 
in time if not in place, then we still exist as a community.   
 

I hope to put a few thoughts and ideas on the parish website (www.sjtwcoventry.org.uk), so please have a look 
there.  If you have ideas and suggestions that would help us please do share them.  I have left copies in the 
porch of what I would have said as a homily during Mass today – vital reading for all (especially insomniacs).  If 
you wish, please take a copy (but don’t handle and then leave it for others). 
 

For those of you who are able to use computers, Mass from churches around the Diocese will be live streamed 
so that you can watch them at home.  Obviously, this is not the same as being present at Mass, but it is the next 
best thing.  Go to www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/parishes-online and click on the church of your choice.  
 

May God bless us all, keep us safe and sustain us through this period of trial. 
 
 
 

 

It will come as no surprise to hear that there is a tale 
of cancellations.  There will be no Stations of the Cross 
today or next Sunday, no “Let It Be” course or Memory 
Café tomorrow, no Prayer and Action Prayer Group on 
Thursday.  Essentially, anything that calls for a gathering 
of people in the church or in the hall cannot happen.  
Normal service will be resumed as soon as possible. 
 

200 Club winners:  
1st Prize, £15: No. 33; Mr Doherty. 
2nd Prize, £5: No. 6; Mrs Finch. 

 

Collections.  It sounds mercenary, I know, but the 
church still needs to have an income, and there will be 
no collections if there are no celebrations of Mass.  If 
you give to the collection using the Gift Aid envelopes, 
please continue to put your offering in them each week 
and then either put them aside until you can bring them 
along together in happier days, or put them through my 
door each week.  You could do the same with ordinary 
envelopes if you do not Gift Aid, or you could consider 
donating by Standing Order.  Please email or call 
Geraldine for information about this. 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes.  The old envelopes will run out 
soon.  Please call at the presbytery and collect your new 
boxes of envelopes.  If you wish to start Gift Aiding your 
donations you will be welcome. 
 

Tailpiece: Speaking of matters financial, the parish 
priest of a small country church had been having trouble 
because the collections at Mass were so small.  One 
Sunday he announced, “Now, before we take the 
collection, I would like to request that the person who 
stole the eggs from Mrs Jones’s chicken coop please 
refrain from giving any money to the Lord. God doesn’t 
want money from a thieving sinner.”  The collection 
plate went round, and for the first time in months 
everybody gave. 
 

P.S. Don’t forget to put your clocks 
forward an hour next Saturday night as 
British Summer Time begins! 
 

 

May God bless you and all those whom you love.   
Fr. Harry 

 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is burning this week for those working in Health Care.  
The Sacred Heart Candle is burning this week for a Birthday Intention. 
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