ST THOMAS MORE PARISH

This parish is part of the Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham Registered Charity No. 234216

112 Knoll Drive, Stivichall, Coventry CV3 5DE

PHONE: 024 7641 1900 E-MAIL: stmcov@gmail.com
WEB: www.stmcov.org and on TWITTER : @StThosMore

A Parish of the Coventry Catholic Deanery
WEB: www.coventry-catholicdeanery.org.uk
LIVESTREAM WEBCAM www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-thomas-morecoventry/

5th April 2020
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
Mass on p7, readings p176 in Parish Mass Book

The church has a hearing loop system

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS
CORONAVIRUS: ALL MASSES ARE AVAILABLE LIVE ON THE WEBCAM

THERE IS NO LONGER ANY PUBLIC WORSHIP IN CHURCHES

SUNDAY 5th
Palm Sunday

Mass

9.00 a.m.

Laurence Kelly RIP (Anniv)

Monday 6th

Mass

9.00 a.m.

Sheila O’Driscoll RIP

Tuesday 7th

Mass

6.30 p.m.

Private Intention (Jenkins)

Wednesday 8th

Mass

9.00 a.m.

Frank Dolan RIP

Thursday 9th

Mass of the Lord’s

7.00 p.m.

Tony Leigh RIP (Anniv)

Friday 10th

Liturgy of the Passion 3.00 p.m.
6.00 p.m.

Monday of Holy Week

Tuesday of Holy Week

Wednesday of Holy Week

& Watch before
Maundy Thursday Supper
the Blessed Sacrament

Good Friday Stations of the Cross

~

Saturday 11th

Holy Saturday
Vigil Mass of Easter

SUNDAY 12th Mass
Easter Sunday
PARISH PRIEST:
PARISH DEACONS:

8.30 p.m.

The People of the Parish

9.00 a.m.

Joseph & Margaret Hussey (Anniv)

PARISH CONTACTS

Rev Fr Stephen Day Tel: 024 7641 1900 stmcov@gmail.com
Rev Mr Leo Poole
Tel: 024 7641 9731
Rev Mr Pat Jeary
Retired
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR & Amanda Kelly
Tel: 024 7641 4473
ROOM BOOKINGS: email: amandastmparish@outlook.com
PRIMARY SCHOOL HEAD: Sarah Collins
Tel: 024 7684 9910
www.st-thomasmore.coventry.sch.uk
SAFEGUARDING REPS:
Claire Rutter
Tel: 024 7641 2535
Alison Cullinane
Tel: 07951 039941
GIFT AID CO-ORDINATOR: Tony Curristan
Tel: 024 7641 1280

HOLY

WEEK

THIS SUNDAY

While the restrictions apply…

• PALM SUNDAY: HOLY WEEK BEGINS Mass If you have the internet…
• The parish news sheet will go up every week on
will be live streamed at 9.00am Without a

congregation present, Mass follows the Third
the parish web site as usual. Please print off a
form given in your Missal: there is no procescopy if you can safely get it to a parishionsion and no blessing of palms. BUT TODAY
er who has no internet or email a copy to anyplease put some greenery in your window
one who has difficulty with IT
or over your door to announce today to
• Our dedicated Parish & Coronavirus page is
the world. In mediaeval times, before the easy
updated regularly
importing of palms, people carried pussy willow.
•
The parish webcam is on and shows every
• THE BISHOPS’ CURRENT GUIDELINES ON
Mass and other worship in church as it happens.
THE CORONAVIRUS MEAN CHANGES TO
MASS AND PARISH ROUTINES. There can • Our Twitter account provides news about not
only the parish but wider events to. And somebe no public Masses or any other act of
times even something light hearted.
worship for the time being. Please make
@StThosMore Facebook too @StThosMore
use of the parish webcam here to watch
and hear Masses and Exposition
• Do email Fr Stephen with any comments or
suggestions or requests for help for yourself or
• THE ANGELUS will be recited before Mass.
others, and prayer intentions.
THIS WEEK:
If you do not have the internet…
All events (except Masses and services
livestreamed) postponed until further notice • Please unite yourself in prayer with the worship
HOLY WEEK.
that is still going on here
Times of Masses and Liturgies are on the
•
Remember that you can always phone—others
front on this sheet
may be in touch with you—like all parishioners
NEXT WEEKEND
you’re remembered at the altar here daily.
• GOOD FRIDAY: the collection would be for the
WEBCAM PROBLEMS?
upkeep of the Holy Places in the Holy Land...
The webcam is provided by a specialist firm, MCN
• EASTER SUNDAY: the collection would be the Media. The demand for their services is very high
at the moment, unsurprisingly. Last Sunday’s
Easter Offering...
Mass was not recorded properly although it went
Sunday Readers’ Rota
out live with no problems. Apologies for that.
No readers until Mass in public resumes
Please email Fr Stephen if you have problems
COMING SOON
viewing. In the meanwhile, people have exCHILDREN’S WEEKLY SHEET
pressed gratitude for the camera which, when
Now available online with this news sheet from
given to the parish by a generous parishioner, we
the parish website.
had no idea would be so needed as it is now.
EASTER DUTY
THE PEWS LOOK LESS EMPTY WITH
The usual obligation to make a confession and
PICTURES AND PHOTOS
communion has been removed for this year.
Please email a photo or drawing of you and
GIVING TO THE PARISH
your family (child’s work especially welDo not worry that it is impossible for you to
come) to help fill the now empty pews.
bring your giving to church each week. Do not
Reclaim on that happy day when we meet next!
worry that your envelopes will run out soon—the
THE SANCTUARY IN CHURCH
new ones are ready in church for everyone’s reAs far as possible it reflects the seasons and
turn. These are exceptional times. If you would
feasts we celebrate, for the benefit of webcam
like to pay by direct debit, there is a link to a form viewers. So, the veiled statue of Our Lady reprefrom the website, on the Parish & Coronavirus
sents the veiling done throughout the church at
page. Complete the top part and post to the Presthis time. Things will change through Holy Week
bytery. Thank you to parishioners who have
sent their offertory direct to the Presbytery. as you will see.

In some cases, very generously.

AS A COMMUNITY THAT CAN’T MEET

It sounds so odd, but the best way in which
we may care for and protect one another at
the moment really is to stay at home and
not meet. In this way we make sure that the
virus is not spread and so we protect the vulnerable, the elderly and the frail most especially but in
fact we help everyone. Let’s not pass infection on.

FINANCE…

THE PARISH HAS JUST CREATED A

FACEBOOK PAGE @StThosMore

Please bear with us as we begin to discover the
art of a good page…
You will see there videos going up for children as
Fr Stephen talks about Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday & Good Friday. If they help, keep on

Something to pray and to do!

Thank you for all that you give in time, money or effort.

Last week- Main Collection: to be announced at future date after restrictions end.

In 2019 it cost £1571 a week to run the parish (‘18 £1669 ‘17 £1503 ‘16 £1589 ‘15 £1510 ‘14 £1966)

The Sunday Readings
ODAY is a day of contrasts as we mark the
start of Christ’s Passion. We
begin with the crowds hailing Jesus as He rides into Jerusalem. But His coming to
Jerusalem can end in only one thing: His
death. His mission is to be accomplished by
betrayal, rejection, pain and death. All this
He submits to, meekly, without complaint
for our sakes. Those rejoicing crowds shouting ‘Hosanna!’ become the hate filled mob
yelling ‘Crucify Him!’. How often we rejoice in Jesus Christ and then turn aside
from Him to sin. We too are complicit in
these double-standards, but we rejoice that
in Christ’s sacrifice we find the way to be
reconciled with God the Father and each
other, that our sins may be forgiven.
We leave Mass today having heard of that
loving sacrifice, knowing that God loves us
so much that He sent His only Son. Reflect
on that love, rejoice in that love, thank Him
for it and look forward to the glory that His
resurrection promises all who would believe
and trust in Him.

T

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

All the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter will
be on the webcam. All of them this year will
have no human congregation and so will be
celebrated differently to usual. All liturgy is a
re-presentation, not a re-creation, of the saving events we celebrate. The fact that there
can be no palm procession today, for example,
in no way changes what we are celebrating
and the gift of God’s grace at work in us.
Each day, reflect on what this great week
means. Read the day’s Mass readings of
course and there are other suggestions about
wheat to do at home in italics below.
- Palm Sunday 9am Mass We mark the beginning of Christ’s Passion as
He enters Jerusalem and so His death becomes inevitable. Mass begins with the Third
form of the Entrance (as in any Missal), without procession and the blessing of Palms. All

else is as usual. At home: please put some

greenery over your door or in a window to
mark today. Read St Matthew's Passion if you
did not join in with a Mass.

Mon 9am Mass, Tue 6.30pm, Wed 9am
- Maundy Thursday 7pm Mass & Watch Christ demonstrates His ministry of loving service by washing the disciples fee and celebrating the Last Supper. Tomorrow that service will
culminate in the offering of His broken Body on
the Cross. The foot washing (optional even in
normal circumstances) is omitted, and there is
no procession of the Blessed Sacrament. It is
to be adored in the tabernacle tonight. The
sanctuary is stripped and left bare as Jesus’s
arrest and suffering begin. At home, read John

13,1-15. Make an often used or seen space in
your home as bare as possible, ready to fill
again on Easter day. If you live with others,
make a special care of cooking and serving one
another. Have a crucifix ready for tomorrow.
- Good Friday 3pm Today we thank God for our salvation, made
by Jesus, the Divine Carpenter, on the wood of
the Cross. St John’s passion is read. There is
no procession of the Cross through church, but
it is to be venerated. At home, use a crucifix of

your own and venerate that after reading the
passion. Keep it in a prominent place today.
- Easter Vigil Sat 8.30pm Christ is Risen! Create a paschal candle for

your own at home. Rejoice! Light it each day
as a sign of resurrection hope as we pray for
an end to the pandemic, for its victims and for
healthcare workers.
- Easter Day 9am Mass will include the renewal of baptismal
vows. Join in! May the risen Christ bless us
all! The eggs bought for servers and children
will be kept for our first day back together, a
day to look forward to indeed. It will come!

DO YOU, OR ANYONE YOU
KNOW, NEED HELP?

We have volunteers, thanks to the SVP, ready
to help anyone vulnerable or self isolating who
needs shopping or prescriptions or anything
else collected. We can make a friendly phone
call too, but of course in order to stop the
spread of coronavirus, we can’t go into peoples’ homes.
There is a list of local firms running a

delivery service of meals or groceries or
both linked on our coronavirus page on
parish website.
This list comes from a local GP surgery.

Do ask for help if you need it.

For Your Prayers...
THE SICK & SUFFERING: Fr Michael Stack,
David Warr, Maureen Pearson, Anne, Hilary Hanson, Maria Vaz, Maisie Reddon, Linda McKenna,
Rose Green, Fr George Bennett, Hayden Gilks,
Mya, Phil Sheridan, Israel Mcleod, Rev Patrick
Jeary, Eileen Connolly, Mark Pearson, Anne Kenny, Cynthia Welton, John Walker, Liam Mee, Helen McDonnell, Teresa Mellon, Carl Smith, Roy
Haslam, Beatrice Upham, Felix Rooney, John &
Jeanne Gould, Joanne Bazen, William Begley,
Kitty Budkiewicz and all those who are ill.

Our Lady of Lourdes, health of the sick,
Pray for us!

RECENTLY DEPARTED: Norman Arnold, Fr
David Sanders OP, Elizabeth Carr, Patrick King,
Jim Ball, Michael Brydon, Oliver Muldoon, Canon
Peter Taylor, Fr Bob Wright
ANNIVERSARIES: Sheila O’Driscoll, Patrick
O’Brien, Patrick Commins, John Gallacher, Simone Tiler, Samantha Thomas, Beatrice Duffy,
Rosemary Maguire, James Harper, Annie Clay,
Francis Mullen, Harriet Byatt, Mary Smith, Larry
Kelly, Michael Powell, Norman Adams, Hugh Berrill, Sybill Pearson, Andrew Jarram, John
McGeachan, Averil Budden, Stella Bourke, Kitty
Molyneux, Kathleen Bloore, Cuth Myatt, Peggy
Pimlott, Kevin Mountford, Marguerite Twigger,
Patricia Keating, Joseph McSorley, Shelagn Freeborn Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord

and let perpetual light shine upon them

• The victims of Coronavirus, for all medical

staff, for research into a vaccine and for the
end of the pandemic.
• A reverence for God’s voice in Holy Scripture

• A good keeping of Holy Week

OUR LADY, HEALTH OF THE SICK,

PRAY FOR US!

CORONAVIRUS

AND ALL NEWS OF
THE PARISH

Keep up to date with any news and
changes

visit the website
stmcov.org

ARRANGING A

BAPTISM

(CHRISTENING) for BABIES
& YOUNG CHILDREN

Congratulations on the birth of your
child! Baptism is arranged by appointment.

It usually happens at 12.15 p.m. on a Sunday or at either Sunday Mass. Parents should
collect a form after Sunday Mass. For the
baptism of children over four and of adults
see the parish priest.

ARRANGING A

WEDDING

Congratulations on your engagement!

Please speak to one of the clergy in the first
place to make arrangements for your wedding. You will need a meeting with the Parish Priest to go through all that needs to be
done. About six months’ notice at least is
desirable: but it’s never too soon.

MAKING YOUR

CONFESSION

Our God is a God of mercy! Confession,
the sacrament of reconciliation, is available

on Saturday mornings 9.40 a.m.-10.20 a.m.,
on Sundays before 6 p.m. Mass and by arrangement with the parish priest.

ADORING THE LORD:

EXPOSITION

There are regular opportunities each week to
pray before the Blessed Sacrament exposed
on the altar. Saturdays from 9.30 a.m.
(following Mass) and Mondays at 7.00 p.m.

BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT

The parish bereavement group exists to support anyone who is grieving and would like
someone to talk to. Please take a leaflet with
contact details from the praying for the departed notice board near the door through to
the Margaret Roper Room (Knoll Drive side of
church), or contact one of the clergy.

If you need to ask anything that

The Parish Webcam is on the website. can wait until Sunday (or have
anything to be signed or collectYou may watch and hear every
ed)
we absolutely guarantee you
Mass live over the internet.

follow us on Twitter
and Facebook

@StThosMore

can catch the clergy in church
after Sunday Mass!
Otherwise, contact details are
on the front of this sheet

