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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
16t August 2020

(Year .

6arish Clergy:

Very Rev Canon Tom Farrell, Parish Priest
father-tom@ctk-cov.org.uk

Dear Parishioners

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption as it is moved to the v
for celebration. It is a reminder of our journey back to heaven and the wor
example of Outk Reé Q& t AFS 2 7F Tellokkdiolgpthe Rhsanaet
evening has been a help and we will continue to have the weekday evening R
part of our routine even when the lockdown eases, as many people have f
helpful and it reminds us of our Marian devotions. We have always found the
a gad routine and hopefully the Rosary will continue that tradition and reminc
the importance of praying at home with family members.

Thank you for your continued help in organising the public opening of the cht
masses and services. It is impat that we comply with the regulations and do
have people trying to exceed the 30 people allowed for funerals, baptisn
weddings and that we keep to the instructions for public mass. Please do ¢
to wear a face mask. If you find theseomfortable, you may wish to conside
clear visor. We will continue with the 9.30am mass each morning, however,
note that the9.30am massonWednesdayA t f 6 S I G {ndtatiCtrs
the King. There will be an extra eveningmassa{ i ! dz3dza i A y S Q:
and the usual 7.00pm Friday mass at Christ the King. Please look at the ne¢
carefully so that you know the mass times as there are slight changes. The Ri
be every evening Monday to Thursday at 7.00mah @an Friday at 6.30pm. All i
services will continue to be on the webcam if this is the safest option for you.
to all who have supported us financially through the lockdown. We do nee
financial help. You can make up the weeks when pwe been away by sim|
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available from the office. Just email or phone if you want to pick yours up and

Fr Michael Stackmichael.stack3@gmail.com
Deacons: Rev Pat Flanagadeaconpat@-ctk-cov.org.uk
2A0 ' A OO UeatoboRily@ttk-ctvdhrg.uk

Rev Tony Janewdeacontony@ctk-cov.org.uk

Rev Joe Pattersordeaconjoe@ctk-cov.org.uk

Qev Keith Millage:deaconkeith@ctk-cov.org.uk

/

leave it outside the office door for you to collect and still obs
social distancing.

We have started offering the Sacrament of Confession. Tt
be every Saturday morning from 10.00am to 11.00am in Chr
King church. For the moment we Wit have Confessions at
l dzZ3dzadAySQaod

We are appealing for help with a marquee for the sc
playground, so that the infants can play out more oftemer
returning in September. If you have a marquee or have a c
to help us source one, please could you let us know.

We are arranging dates for the First Holy Communions
Confirmations at the end of September, beginning of Octobe
will let yai have these as soon as they are confirmed. The
have to be conducted in a limited way with an allocated nu
of guests per child and allowing us to observe all the regul
for common worship.

With the track and trace requirements, pleasesidar coming t
mass in good time so that you have time to sign in without qt
or crowds gathering at the church entrance.

We can now accommodate more people and it may be a
time for some of the younger families to consider returnir
church andsitting as a family on a family bench.

Christ The King Church We had good news about Coventry Cydzy OA f Qa R
930am |41 1 &AAT AUsS - 11 GEB& O] aroad in honor of Fr Bob Wright. The new housing develoj
Saturday 6.00pm | Michael Murphy. Anniv. I R2l OSyid G2 {G W2Ky CA&KSN
Michael Boylan. Anniv. |2 NRIKG 5NR QStibbte to & woadizhuki Prigst
Pat and Kathleer& | AT ACAT 6 O ) 1] recognition of his service for the City of Coventry.
Feast of the 9.00am | Mary Kenny. Anniv. = o We will begin to add certain elements to the Mass. We will
Assumption 12Noon | %EI EOE 3 A @8l 1060 )| O_A a senior server at each of the masses and perhaps they ca
16% August 2020 Paul Butterly. Anniv. Mick Corcoran. ANV.| ¢oniact to arrange a rota of duties. eWill start having the b
Monday 9.30am OA 'é gf&? o ), | OA | OE1 1 O8 rung at the consecration and introduce a little bit more
Tuesday 9.30am |- AOOETh -AOCAOGAOC AT A during the mass while still observing the regulation o
10.30am | Requiem Mf?\sg( Joe l\!lcCartpy. E{Il?.A _ communal singing
Wednesda NOMASS| w8omn AO 30 ! OCOOOET A :
Thursdayy 9.30am Fr Tapparo. Birthday Intentioni. Fr John will be away fpr afew d_ays briz@week after n_ext
9.30am | - A0OU #OAx /Al OASB $ A A5 | Fr MichaelStack continues to improve and sends his love
Friday 6.30pm Rosary. prayers.
7.00pm | Peter and Norah Flanagan. Anniv. God bless
Saturda 'y 9.30am | Charlie Ward. Dec.d. _ ?f “Tora
6.00pm Margaret Boylan. Anniv.
Daniel Tierney. Anniv. This week we pray for those recently deceased
21st Sunday 9.00am Anthony Caldwell. Anniv. i} David McGuigan, Joe McCarthy,
of the Year 12 Noon - AOEI | $ I 11 A |1 1 U8 - Michael Sheban and James Mcaffer
23rd AUgUSt 2020 Colette McKee. Anniv. May ’[hey rest in peace
30 | OCOOOET A6O #EOOAE
Sunday 10.30am |[! OOEOO 4 AUl 1T 08 $AAB We pray for those preparing for Baptism
Monday 7.00pm [" AOOU +EIi El OEU8 $AA Oliver Ugochukwu Anashe Dike
Wednesday 9.30am [0AO /88T 1T AIITS $AAB )
Sunday 10.30am | Edwin Ashby. Anniv. ey Online Wet_)cam .
John David Gwynn. Anniv. Go to the website and follow link.
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OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
CHRIST THE KING COMMUNIITY CENTRE SUNDAY NIGHT BIN&Jrom Sunday & September we will attempt to resume the

Bingo. It will be held in the upstairs room, starting at 8pm. Should anything change we will advise you through the website

facebook and newsletter.

FUNDRAISING FOR MYTON HOSPITJEe Coronavirus outbreak hasiad a significant impact on fundraising for Myton Hospice.
Last year my sonJames, spent eleven weeks in Myton Hospice, celebrating his thirtieth birthday alongside family and friends. He
passed away on 27th July 2019in November this year | am hopingd help raise vital funds for them. As a sefuinder all the
sponsorship raised goes directly to themMy sponsorship page can be found alattp://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/con -
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GIET AID ENVELOPEIf you wish to collect your Gift Aid envelope for the taxgar 20/21, please call the office from Wednesdayts
August to arrange collection. Parish office number: 024 76 591618.

FOOD BANKFood is still urgently needed. Items for the Foodbank may be donated at Tesco at the Ricoh and Sainsburys, Canley|
Morrisons Holyhead Road is now accepting donations of food for the Food Banfthere are shelves beside what used to be the
cafe.)ltems may also be taken to the central Food Bank Distribution Centre at Progress Way, CV3 2Wbnations of money made
be made through Coventry Food Bank website which has a Donate button in the top right corner of its opening page.

CHRIST THE KING THE TOTE Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Tote will now be drawn on the following datesPRIL 20
will be drawn on SUNDAY 19 JULY. MAY 20will be drawn on SATURDAY 1st AUGUST. JUNE 2dll be drawn on SUNDAY 2nd
AUGUST. JULY 2@ill be drawn on SUNDAY 9th AUGUST. AUGUST 2dll be drawn on SUNDAY 30th AUGUSTThe rest of the
year will be drawn on the last Sunday bthe month as usual. Thank you for your eoperation.

CTK FOOTBALL CLUBTote Draw for April. - 1stNo 21zJ Dooley 2d- No 127zM Partridge, 3¢ No 144 z M Wilson, 4t"-No 40z J

Brown.

FREE VOLUNTARY HOME BLOOD SERVIC&mmunity Nurse available to the sick and housebound of the Parish. Call the

Presbytery.

Saint Corona, Pray for us!
It turns out that the Patron Saint of Epidemics is a
little known (until now) girl called St Corona!
4EAOA8O A 110 TTT1ETA EAH
It seems she was from Syria and was martyred at the age of 15
by the Romans during the reign of Marcus Aurelius (C2nd).

Her relics are not far from the epicentreof the present pandemic

nd her feast is 14 May

This poem was written in 1869 by Kathleen OMearddied 1888),
after a plague in Ireland in the late 1860s,
and seems apt for the present situation:

And people stayed home, and read books and listened,
And rested and exercised, and made art, and played,
And learned new ways of being,
and were still, and listened more deeply.
Someone meditated, someone prayed, somene danced,
someone met their own shadow,

And people started thinking differently...
And people healed...
And in the absence of people who lived in ignorant ways,
dangerous, mindless, and heartless,
The EARTHbegan to heal...

And when the danger ended, and people found themselves,

They grieved for the dead, and they made new choices,
And dreamed of new visions, and created new ways to live

and heal the Earth fullv.... Just as thev had heen healed.

Pray ... that God
will give many
apportunities to
speak about Christ.
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Pray in 2020 on the

20" of aach month at
20:20 for 20 minutes
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simplicity, like children talking to their
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The famous Author C S Lewis 18981963 famous for the
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Satan teaching an apprentice the skills of
evil and temptation.
There has been an pdated quote written this year

in the style of the dialogue between Satan and Jesus.

‘q Bishop Patrick
s

.

This quotation from CS Lewis ‘Screwtape Letters’ is
going the rounds.at the moment; certainly worth
reflecting upon at this time.

“Satan: ‘| will cause anxiety, fear and
panic. | will shut down business, schools,
places of worship, and sports events. |
will cause economic turmoil’.

Jesus ‘I will bring together neighbours,
restore the family unit, | will bring dinner
back to the kitchen table. | will help
people slow down their lives and
appreciate what really matters. | will teach
my children to rely on me and not the
world. | will teach my children to trust me
and not their money and material
resources”

The original book is well worth a read!

LIGHT REFLECTION:
Several children found a dead robin.
Feeling that a proper burial should be performed,
they secured a small box and some cotton wool,
dug a hole in the back yard, and
made ready to dispose of the deceased.
The priest's 5-year-old nephew was chosen to sg the
prayer. And so with great dignity, he intoned,
"Glory be to the Father...and unto the Son...
and into the hole he goes.”
God Bless!


https://stgregorys-stratford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f3a11532a52b43262fabc0d4a&id=48d05fecab&e=a8d3e35889
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Make an Act of Spiritual Communion

This can be done whilst you watch a live stream of Mass being offered by saying the following
prayer:

AMy Jesus, I bel i eve tMbsaHoly Sagcramet.r e pr esent i n
| love You above all things, and | desire to receive You into my soul.

Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

| embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to
be separated from You. o

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Dispensation from Easter Duties

In their letter of Dispensation 18th March 2020, the President and the VieRresident of the Catholic
"EOEI D086 #1 1 £FAOAT RAOT EABA COBT AOBRAAA7AI AOCAT AU
they last, the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is remové@tis is, without doubt,
the teaching of the Church (Catechism of the Catholic Church 218This pandemic is theserious
OAAOI To xEU OEEO T AIECAOQEIT AT A0 110 ApbPI U AQ

Many of the faithful will be aware of their Easter Duties; that is to receive Holy Communion during the
Easter Season and by custom, to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation beforeharhe Code of
Canon Law (CIC 920) says each of the faithful is obliged to receive Holy Communion at least once a
year. This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter season unless it is fulfilled for a just cause at
another time during the year. The requirement for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
comes from the need to be in a state of grace to receive Holy Communion (CIC 916). Since it is not
possible for the faithful to receive Holy Communion at this time, and into the future, tH&ishops of
England and Wales have dispensed the Easter Duties for the year 2020.

The Bishops have asked that all should make a Perfect Act of Contrition at this tinRerfect contrition
(or a Contrition of Charity) is true and real sorrow for our sinswhich is created when we realise the
immense love of God for each one of usVe express this contrition when we realise how we offend
God by our sinful words, deeds and omissions in contrast to the immeasurable love and mercy that H
continually shows us.

This requires us to be contrite of heart for what we have done, know and be overwhelmed by the love
and mercy of God for His children, and to approach this grace with humility and resolution not to sin
again.

An Act of Contrition

My God, | am sorry br my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, |
have sinned against you whom | should love above all things. | firmly intend, with your help, to do
penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered
and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.




PROGRAMME OF COVENTRY DEANERY CHURCHES OPENING TIMES

St. Osburg's

St Maryods

Sacred Heart

Saturday @ 5.30pm

Sunday @ 11.30am
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday @ 12.10pm
Monday to Friday @ 12.10pm

Saturday @ 11.45am

Monday and Thursday @ 12:45pm-1:30pm

Sunday @ 9.30am & 11.30am
Monday & Saturday @ 9.30am
Confessions any day by appointment.

Saturday @ 5.30pm

Sunday @ 10.30am
Wednesday @6.30pm

Friday @ 9.00am
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday/Saturday @ 9.00am

St EIl i z ab 8undap @ 9.15amd ad 11.15am

St John Vianney

Our Lady of the

Assumption

Wednesday and Saturday @ 9.15am
Friday @ 6.30pm

Monday and Thursday @ 9.15am
Confessionsd Saturday 8 9.45amd 10.20am

Sunday and Wednesday @ 9.30am

Tuesday & Thursday @ 9.30am
Saturday @ 5.30pm

St Pat r i c kdausdays at5.00pm

Sundays at 10.30am
Tuesdays & Thursdays @ 9.30am

Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass

Livestreamed Mass
Livestreamed Mass

Confessions

Public Mass

Mass Livestreamed

Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass

Livestreamed Mass

Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass

Livestream Mass

Public Mass

Public Mass

(Masses at St John Vianney and Our Lady of the Assumption
will be livestreamed on Sunday @ 11.00am Monday & Friday @ 9.30am)

Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass

We have a dedicated phone line to book places. The number is 07706400871.

Christ the King

St August

Al l

Masses at

Saturday @ 6.00pm

Sunday @ 9.00am & 12 Noon
Monday & Saturday @ 9.30am
Friday @ 7.00pm

Bundéay @ 10.30am
Monday @ 7.00pm
Wednesday @ 9.30am

Chri st t he Ki

Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass

Public Mass
Public Mass
Public Mass
ng and

St

Augustir



St Thomas More  Sunday @ 9.00am & 11.00am Public Mass
Monday @ 6.00pm Public Mass
Wednesday @ 9.00am Public Mass

Everyday @ 9.00am

Livestream Mass

All Souls Sunday @ 10.30am Public Mass
Monday 6 Wednesday @ 9.30am Public Mass
Thursday @ 7.30pm Public Mass
Friday & Saturday @ 9.30am Public Mass
All Masses will be livestreamed

St John Fisher Saturday @ 10.00am & 5.30pm Public Mass
Sunday @ 9.00am & 11.00am Public Mass
Tuesday & Thursday @ 9.00am Public Mass

Corpus Christi Saturday @ 5.00pm Public Mass
Sunday @ 10.30am Public Mass
Tuesday @ 7.00pm Public Mass

St Anneds Sunday @ 9.00am Public Mass
Wednesday @ 10.00am Public Mass
Thursday and Friday @ 9.30am Public Mass

St Joseph the Worker Sunday @ 9.00am Public Mass
Thursday @ 10.00am Public Mass

Holy Family Saturday @ 5.00pm Public Mass
Sunday @ 10 00 am Public Mass
Monday Thurs day and Friday @ 9 00am Public Mass

Tuesday's and Wednesday's @ 9 00 am Livestream Mass

These mass times have been agreed by the Deanery as we begin to open up churches for public
worship in accordance with Government and Church Guidelines.

You are encouraged to make use of webcam masses if this is still the best option for you. To consider
the masses during the week as there is no Sunday obligation and these masses are likely to be less
crowded. Perhaps, only think of coming to mass on Sunday if there is no other option.

The parishes will review mass times and frequency of masses over the next couple of weeks when we
have a chance to judge the numbers required moving forward.

Thanks for your co-operation. We are pleased that we can begin b come to church, but our safety
and the safety of others is still paramount and we hope that Priests, individuals and parish
communities do not feel under pressure to open churches in a way that puts people at risk.



ST.

CHRIST THE KING & OUR LADY OF LOURDES with

AUGUSTI NEG S, COVE

Christ the King Presbytery, 14 Westhill Road, Coundon,

Coventry,CV6 2AA

Parish Priest: Canon Tom Farrell

Telephone: 024 76591618 / Email: father -tom@ctk-cov.org.uk

MASSES IN A TIME OF COVID-19
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU COME TO MASS

+ Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm

+ Sunday 9.00 & 12.00noon
+ Mon/Tue/Thurs/Fri/Sat 9.30
+ Friday 7.00 pm

St Augustineods

+ Sunday @ 10.30am

+ Monday 7.00pm

+ Wednesday 9.30am

Attendees must

+ Wear a mask

+ Remain 1 metre + apart

+ Sanitise hands on entering a
exiting the Church

+ Follow the signs

+ Listen to the stewards

During Mass No...

+ Altar servers

+ Readers

+ Chil drenos
+ Eucharistic ministers

+ Offertory procession

+ Physical sign of peace
+ Chalice distribution

+ Parish missals or hymn book
+ Singing

+ Collection baskets

+ Congregating outside

Holy Communion

+ Receive in silence by hand
only

+ Masks to be worn to receive
the host, then consume.

+ Single file.

Please Note

+ The Church will be disinfecte
after each Liturgy

+ All parish meetings and
ministry events remain
suspended until further notic

Please stay at home if...

+ | t0s mor e
watch the webcam mass

+ You may have a prexisting
condition or are immuno
compromised

+ You are feeling ill

+ You suspect you may be ill o
have been
exposed to Covid 19

+ You have a sick family
member at home

S e
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A Message from the Metropolitan Archbishops
of the CatholicChurch in England
Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
On Tuesday we heard the announcement that, from theldly this year, places of
worship will be able to reopen for prayer asdrvices. We welcome this news with
great joy. Since the lockdown began, members of all faiths have faced restrictions on
how they have been able to celebrate important religious festivals. Our own
experience of Easter was unlike any other we have knowm, M our churches,
and with our people, we can look forward again to celebrating the central mysteries
of our faith in the Holy Eucharist.
The recent reopening of our churches for individual private prayer was an important
milestone on our journeyowards resuming communal worship. Our churches that
have opened have put in place all the measures needed to ensure the risks of virus
transmission are minimised. This includes effective hand sanitisation, social
distancing, and cleaning. We remain conteut to making sure these systems of
hygiene and infection control meet Government and public health standards.
We want to thank everyone within the Catholic community for sustaining the life of
faith in such creative ways, not least in the family home.til&mk our priests for
celebrating Mass faithfully for their people, and for the innovative ways in which
they have enabled participation through Irsgreaming and other means. We are
grateful for the pastoral care shown by our clergy to those for whostime of
lockdown has been especially difficult, and, in particular, towards those who have
been bereaved. We recognise too the chaplaincy services that have played a vital role
in supporting those most in need. Gaining from the experience of all thdtave
been through, and bringing those lessons into the future, we must now look forward.
With the easing of restrictions on worship with congregations, we tread carefully
along the path that lies ahead. Our lives have been changed by the experience of the
pandemic and it is clear that we cannot simply return to how things were before
lockdown. We remain centred on the Lord Jesus and His command at the Last
Suppertcd R2 (KA & A Yy W¥RUSEndlErebaild whit & deéans to be
Eucharistic communitiesolding fast to all that we hold dear, while at the same time
exploring creative ways to meet changed circumstances.
It is important to reaffirm that, at present, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass
remains suspended. A significant number of churches rapain closed as they are
unable to meet the requirements for opening for individual prayer. Fulfilling these
requirements is a precondition for any church opening after thdudly for the
celebration of Mass with a congregation.
Please be aware thahere will be a limit on the number of people who can attend
Mass in our churches. This will determined locally in accordance with social
distancing requirements. We therefore need to reflect carefully on how and when we
might be able to attend Mass. Wiannot return immediately to our customary
LIN} OGAOSad ¢KAE ySEG aiSLI A& y2G Ay Fyeé
Y2NXYI f ©Q
We ask every Catholic to think carefully about how and when they will return to
Mass. Our priests may need to considdrether it is possible to celebrate additional
Masses at the weekends. Given there is no Sunday obligation, we ask you to consider
the possibility of attending Mass on a weekday. This will ease the pressure of

ax
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numbers for Sunday celebrations and allow adgia return to the Eucharist for

more people.

Moving forward, there will still be many people who cannot attend Mass in person.
We therefore ask parishes, wherever possible, to continuedixeaming Sunday

Mass, both for those who remain shielding andnarable, and also for those unable

to leave home because of advanced age or illness.

When we return to Mass there will some differences in how the celebration takes
place. For the time being, there will be no congregational singing and Mass will be
shorter than usual. None of this detracts from the centrality of our encounter with

the Risen Christ in the Eucharist. We ask everyone to respect and follow the guidance
that will be issued and the instructions in each church.

G!'a L KI @Saidthe dbIesussi 2 @> & 2dz Ydzad €t 20SThel OK 2 (K S
lockdown has brought forth remarkable acts of charity, of loving kindness, from
Catholics across our communities as they have cared for the needy and vulnerable.
We have seen love in action through citable works, and through the service of

many frontline keyworkers who are members of our Church. Now we can begin to
return to the source of that charity, Christ himself, present for us sacramentally,
body, blood, soul and divinity, in Holy Communios.we prepare to gather again

to worship, let us, respectful of each other, come together in thanksgiving to God for
the immense gift of the Holy Eucharist.

Yours devotedly in Christ

P Vincent Cardinal Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster

P MalcolmMcMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool

P Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham

P John Wilson, Archbishop of Southwark
This letter is addressed to the Catholic Community in England; the opening of the Catholic Churches in Wales
is devolved to the Welsh A&sebly who are still evaluating their position on opening Places of Worship.



Guidance for the Celebration of Mass

1

Guidance for the Celebration of Mass

Introduction

The Government has announced that franduly 2020, communal acts of worship will be allowed

in our Catholic Churches. This guidance, issued
for the Celebration of Mass, assumes that the general guidance published by the Conference, based
on Government Guidarmn the safe opening of Places of Worship for individual prayer, is inplace.

In particular, the maximum safe operating capacity of the church, based on social distancing
guidelines, should be clearly signposted at the door and the number and po#iiotheichurch of

people attending at any one time should be overseen by volunteer stewards.

Social Distancing- IMPORTANT

The Government maintains that the 2m social distancing requirements should be applied where
possible. The Government has saidissppsb| e t o go to Alm plus; 0 this
more closely (with a minimum of 1m) providing a mitigation of risk is also applied. In the case of

our churches, this would mean the compulsory wearing of a face covering for members of the
congregatiorzlf those on the sanctuary are sufficiently distant from the congregation, there is no
need to wear face coverings.

Priests should remain mindful of their own personal situation with respect to potential exposure to
virus transmission. It is permissible for those in the 70+ age group, and those who are vulnerable to
infection, to celebrate Mass, but it is strongly advised that they do not distribute Holy Communion
and take particular care to be constantly socially distant the congregation. They should return

to the sacristy directly after Mass is ended.

Celebration of Mass within Church Buildings

Before the Mass

Only those necessary should be in the sacristy before Mass. The celebrant, sacristan, or server should
prepae everything for the celebration of Mass with care. Stogke gloves should be worn at this

stage. Particular care should be taken over the preparation of the elements for Holy Communion.
The altar breads for distribution to the people should be plated itiean covered ciborium (a pall

can be placed over a dish paten). Sufficient altar breads for each celebration should be placed within
at this stage. A separate ciborium/paten should be prepared for each person who will distribute Holy
Communion. Theaver of the ciborium or dish paten should not be removed until the time for
distribution of Holy Communion.

The priest should prepare his own chalice and paten with a large altar bread for consecration. The
chalice should have a purificator and a pall. pheficator should be used only once and then
laundered. He should prepare the cruets of wine and water and his own bowl for the lavabo. Again,

the towel should be used only once and then laundered.

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coMi@-guidancefor-the-safeuseof-placesof-worshipduringthepandemic/
covid-19-guidancefor-the-safeuseof-placesof-worship-during-the-pandemic

2 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pamnouncegasingof-lockdownrestrictions23-june-2020

Guidance for the Celebration of Mass

2

All hymnbooks and missals and other published material normally used by the congregation and not
meant for single use should be removed from the church. The Holy Water stoups shinyid b

Until further instruction is given on singing, there should be no congregational singing at Mass.
During the Mass

Any worship aids (missalettes etc.) should be for single use and taken with the user when the Mass
ends. They should not be lefttime church at the end of Mass.

The priest, and if present, deacon and server, should remain socially distant at all times on the
sanctuary during the celebration of Mass. This is particularly important at the Gospel (for the
deaconds bl e stisniohte Gifts, dandh curingthee puegy ad the Eucharist.

Readers should be supplied with singée gloves and should avoid touching the microphones or the
Lectionary during the Liturgy of the Word, apart from page turning. The homily should be drief, t
minimise the time that people are congregated in the church building. The Prayer of the Faithful
should be omitted.

There should be no offertory procession of the gifts of bread and wine to the altar; the priest should
have these on the credence tabltheraltar before Mass begins. There should be no sharing of the



collection plate or bag. People should be encouraged to make their donation to the church online or
via standing order. Plates or other collecting boxes for cash offerings should be ptheeehéitances

and exits of churches, and this should be overseen by stewards. The collection should be consolidated
into plastic bags, sealed, placed into a secure location and left for 72 hours before counting. Counters
should wear gloves when doing ttésk and the area should be well ventilated and cleaned before

and afterwards.

The Communion Rite

Members of the congregation should not exchange the sign of peace.

After the praykRehalnd tihes Lamlp onfs eGddpriesgsmodld | am n
hold up the Host to the Congregation and say auf
should respond AAmen. o0 I n the same way, he el ev:

and again the peopl e r e sgeigerHdly Colsmuaion.udder bdthe&kindsr i e st
using his own Host and Chalice. The priest will need to explain this to the congregation at this point.
There are two options for the distribution of Holy Communion. In both cases, because the people

have already acdlame d t he presence of the Lord, at the Pr
Communion is distributed in silence with no dialogue between minister and communicant.

wOption 1

Once the priest has received Holy Communion, he should cleanse his haralsatith sanitiser

before opening the prerepared ciborium for the Communion of the people. If there is a deacon

assisting, or any other Minister of Holy Communion, they should similarly cleanse their hands

and then receive communion fromthepriestom t he peopl eb6s <ci borium, ar
They should then cleanse their hands again before receiving their ciborium from which they

remove the covering or pall if it is still in place.

At the place where communion is to be distributed, a phlybarrier should be placed, for

exampleapriedi eu (kneeler on the priestbés side) or sm
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distributing Holy Communion from communicants. Communion must be given silently in the

hand only, with the communicant standing, and avoiding any physical contact. People should wait

in their pews until instructed to move forward to the priest for Holy Communion by the Stewards,
always aware of the regulations on social distancing in gherlgrqueue. When they approach

the priest, they should do so with arms at #Aful l
the priest and the communicant. Their hands, palms upwards, one of top of the other, should be
extended as flatly as possibl¢aving received Holy Communion, communicants should move

back to their pews in an orderly manner.

Once Communion is complete, the priest returns to the altar and places the unused Hosts, without
touching them, into the Tabernacle and he cleanses thesisassels himself in the usual way.

wOption 2

The priest receives Holy Communion as described and immediately cleanses his paten and

chalice. He then holds a reverent silence before the Prayer after Communion, giving the Blessing
and dismissal. Athis point, the other Ministers of Holy Communion who will assist the priest

come forward, cleanse their hands and receive Holy Communion under one kind. They then move
to the points for distribution and communicants are stewarded forward in an ordenlgrrt@an

receive Holy Communion as above, and then immediately leave the Church. The remaining

Blessed Sacrament is placed into the Tabernacle and the vessels cleansed in the usual way.

After the Celebration of Mass

The procession from the sanctuaryret end of the Mass should ensure good social distancing. The
sanctuary party should return to the sacristy after Mass. If the clergy wish to greet the people, they
should remove their vestments first and not engage in any physical contact with passkvboer

should be encouraged to return home and not remain.

The celebrant should place the used altar linens into a receptacle for laundry. All sacred vessels
should be washed in hot water with a little neutral soap and dried completely before storing. Any
discarded printed materials should be removed and bagged for disposal.

The church should be closed after the Mass has finished in order to clean the space according to the
Bi shopsd Conference guidelines on egardidgthei du all pr
possible contamination of clerical vestments worn during the celebration of Mass, these should be
washed in accordance with the manufactureros i ns:s



for the fabric and allowing time for them toycdcompletely.

Celebrations of Mass Outdoors

If there is space for the celebration of Mass outdoors around the Church, which allows for the social
distancing guidelines of Government to be fulfilled, and that all of the above liturgical advice can be
donesafely, then there is no reason why Mass cannot be celebrated outside of a church.

Rev. Canon Christopher Thomas

25hJune 2020
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Guidance for Confession
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Guidance for Confession

Confession/Penance

The Sacrament donfession/Penance requires the-tmene encounter between a priest and the
penitent. As such, this must be conducted in as safe a way as possible.

Principles

The principles used to stop infection transmission during confession are:

wpreventing droplet spread between priest and penitent through physical distance or barriers or
positioning and

wby means of cleaning and hygiene preventing spread between penitents using the same kneeler

or chair by cleaning points that are touched fretjygeg the top of the kneeler).

The times of confession, either indoors and/or outdoors, may now be advertised.

Outdoors Confession

Confession outdoors is permitted. Social distancing should be observed for this and good hygiene
though cleaning surfacésquently touched by penitents should be ensured. Placing the penitent and
priest at right angles to each other or back to back would further reduce air spread containing droplets
between them. Asking penitents to sanitise their hands when arrivingnsiale step.

Confession inside churches or buildings

Within a church, if the church environment allows for confession to take place in an open space (such
as a side chapel or other private area), this is preferred. If possible, the priest and thespenitbnt

not sit faceto-face but at right angles to each other or-$igeide, facing opposite directions, whilst

still allowing for the spoken matter to be heard. Penitents should have sanitised their hands when
entering the church as part of existingasares.

wlt may be possible to place a plastic or glass screen between the priest and the penitent which
would allow for a facdgo-face encounter. If so, the screen should be made of a solid material,
wlf a grille is used, a cloth curtain (or apiecgpof ast i ¢ fil m) should be plac
side to minimise transmission risk.

wlf a chair or a kneeler is used for the penitent, the touchpoints (where the penitent has touched

with their hands) should be cleaned with household detergentafiempenitent; it may make

things easier if the penitent were to stand.

At this time, the use of traditional confessionals should be avoided if possible, due to the restricted

airfl ow within them. However, i f confessignalsar e t o be
(penitent kneeling at right angles to the priest speaking through a grille) are best. A plastic film on
the priestdés side covering the grille will provi

kneeler should be cleanafter each penitent. Maximising the airflow through the confessional would
be a priority; such as, if possible, leaving the door open.

Above all, priests should ensure that through ensuring the regular cleaning of the points that are
touched frequently antthe positioning of a barrier between penitent and himself, the risk of virus
transmission is minimised.

Priests should limit the number of confessions they hear each day to reduce their exposure risk.
Rev. Canon Christopher Thomas

24 June 2020
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Guidance on re-opening Catholic Churches for Individual Prayer

Guidance on Re-opening of Catholic Churches for Individual Prayer

The doors of our churches have been closed since 23™ March 2020, following the clear instruction
from the Government. Bishops, priests and people share a deep desire to re-open our churches as
soon as the Government allows us to do so. Re-opening must, of course, happen in a safe manner,
and it is likely to take place in stages. Each stage will be accompanied by guidance to ensure this can
happen safely and effectively.

These guidance notes are intended to assist Parish Priests to be ready to re-open their churches as
soon as permission is granted. They focus on what is needed to open churches safely (i.e. providing
the least possible risk of transmission of the virus) for private prayer as a first step. This guidance
has been compiled with detailed public health advice and scrutiny and complies with the Principles
established by Government.

Principles
The Principles established by government to enable safe re-opening of churches below have been
incorporated into this guidance: :

i. Protecting those at higher risk (e.g. the elderly, those extremely vulnerable and
shielding or clinically vulnerable and accessing annual flu immunisation);

ii. Enhanced cleaning of premises - more regularly and no sharing of items;

iii. Social Distancing - including when using outdoor spaces;

iv. Face coverings for reassurance;

V. Hygiene (hand-washing) or hand sanitising facilities for all;

Vi Managing children

What is “Individual Prayer?”

Individual prayer within a place of worship is defined as a person or household entering the venue to
pray on their own and not as part of a group, led prayer or communal act. They must be socially
distanced from other individuals or households. Collective or communal prayer and regular
scheduled services are not permitted at this time. This includes any minister of religion or lay person
leading devotions or prayer.

First Steps: Preparing for safe re-opening

Even before churches can re-open, there are some important preparations that will need to be made.
In order to be ready, Parish Priests need to ensure the fundamentals of infection control are in place
{which will protect those who are vulnerable) by doing the following:

1. Assembling a team of stewards to ensure that the guidance in this document can safely be put
into effect. The number of volunteers required will vary depending on the size of churches,
but priests will not be able to manage the re-opening of churches on their own. It is important
that those in the team should not be drawn from those instructed to shield themselves, nor, as
a general rule, from groups considered more vulnerable to coronavirus.

2. Securing sufficient supplies of alcohol hand gel, cleaning materials (including gloves for
cleaners) and tape to mark appropriate distances on floors and to block off areas of seating.
When buying supplies, it is important to ensure that hand gel with anti-viral properties is
obtained, this should be at least 65% alcohol: many hand sanitisers are only anti-bacterial and
offer no protection against coronavirus. Tape can be purchased online (search for ‘floor
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