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SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 2021 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (‘Gaudete Sunday’) 
 

WORSHIP THIS WEEK 

Sunday cycle of readings: Year C; Weekday cycle of readings: Year 1I; Divine Office psalter week 3 

Sun 12th            THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

9.30am FAMILY MASS  

11.15am SOLEMN MASS  

(Divine Worship) 

1pm Holy Baptism 

Angela Carolan RIP 

The People of the Parish 

Richard Parker RIP (Fr Tim) 

Sienna Rose Dimarco 

Mon 13th     St. Lucy, Virgin Martyr 9.00am Adoration 

9.30am Mass 

 

Samantha Frost RIP 

Tues 14th     St. John of the Cross, Priest, 

Doctor of the Church 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass  

4.15pm Reception of the Body of 

 

Intentions of Gill 

Michael Doherty RIP 

Wed 15th   Advent feria 9.00am Adoration 

9.30am Mass 

11am Funeral Mass 

6.30pm School & Community Carol 

Service 

 

Margaret Atcheson RIP 

Michael Doherty RIP 

 

Thurs 16th     Advent feria   9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Whole school Mass 

7.00pm Adoration 

7.30pm Mass (Divine Worship) 

 

For the end of term 

 

Cyril, Hilda, Edward & Marjorie Lee RIP 

Fri 17th       Advent feria    O Sapientia (O Wisdom) 7.00am Adoration 

7.30am Mass  

 

Josephine & Michael Broderick RIP 

Sat 18th     Advent feria     O Adonai (O Lord) 9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass 

10-11am Adoration & Confessions 

 

Mary Helen & Thomas Shiner RIP 

Sun 19th       FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

9.30am FAMILY MASS  

11.15am SOLEMN MASS 

 

Jim Lawton RIP 

The People of the Parish 

Doreen Winstone RIP (Fr Tim) 

Vespers  Sunday: Led by Fr Paul on Zoom. An email invitation is sent to all parishioners on our emailing list 

               Monday – Saturday: Please contact Mark at Niziolomski-AllSouls@virginmedia.com for a daily text and Zoom link. 
 

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS: CELEBRATING, LIVING & SHARING GOD’S WORD 

The Book of Revelation (part 2) 

The Revelation to John (also sometimes called the Apocalypse) is a call to Christians to remain faithful in the face of the disasters 

that they saw happening all around them. 

Who wrote this book? The book of Revelation states in 1:1 that it contains the revelation of Jesus Christ which God made known by 

sending his angel to his servant John. Church tradition has identified John as John son of Zebedee, one of the 12 apostles. It is worth 

noting, however, that John never makes this claim in the book and so could be, as some suggest, an early Christian prophet who was 

also called John (then, as now, John was a common name). 2 He is often thought to be the beloved disciple of John’s Gospel. If he was, 

then when Jesus was on the cross, he handed over care for his mother to him. Christian tradition states that he took her to live in 

Ephesus, where he lived to a ripe old age (around 100). If the author is a different John, then we know much less about him. He was a 

prophet in the early church and spent some time living on Patmos, possibly as a result of having been exiled, where he received his 

vision. 

God speaks to us In all the challenges that face the Church – especially in times of adversity, internal squabbles, difficult cases of 

church discipline, or afflicted consciences due to sin, we remember that we are under the Lordship of the one who shed his blood for 

us. When we are ridiculed, maligned, insulted, or excluded by the world because of our loyalty to Christ, we remember that we are 

guaranteed that we will one day share in the resplendent glory of God himself. 

A powerful quotation "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 

was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will 

be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away" (Revelation 21.1-4). 
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HYMNS AT 9.30am MASS 

Entrance   Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, Rejoice! 

                Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, Rejoice! 

                Rejoice, rejoice, and again I say, Rejoice! 

                Rejoice, rejoice, and again I say, Rejoice! 

Offertory 609   Communion 64    Recessional  94 

Psalm response: Sing and shout for joy, for great in your 

midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

WELCOME TO ALL SOULS If you are worshipping with us for 

the first time today, a very warm welcome. Please make yourself 

known to parishioners and to one of the clergy. If you are returning 

to Mass after a period of time away because of the pandemic, 

welcome back! It is lovely to see you today. 
 

MOST RECENT COVID RULES: FACE COVERINGS The 

government has announced that England will move to Plan B in 

response to the risks of the omicron variant of the covid-19 virus. 

From Friday 10 December the public, and staff in public facing areas, 

are required to wear face coverings in many additional settings 

including places of worship and community centres. We 

respectfully ask that, unless exempt, you wear a face covering in 

church and in the parish room. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS SECOND COLLECTION there is a 

second collection today for Christmas flowers for church. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Eve, Friday 24th December 

4.30pm Mass (Vigil Mass)   

9pm Mass (Mass During the Night) followed by mulled wine and   

                                                     mince pies 
 

Christmas Day, Saturday 25th December 

9.30am Mass (Dawn Mass) 

11.15am Solemn Mass  (Mass During the Day) 
 

Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday 26th December 

9.30am Family Mass 

11.15am Solemn Mass 
 
 

There is no facility to book places at Christmas Masses this year, but 

once all seating is occupied, church is full and we will not be 

able to admit anyone else to that particular Mass.  

We ask that young families consider attending the 9.30am Christmas 

Day Mass to ease the pressure on the traditionally popular 4.30pm 

Christmas Eve Mass.  

The side blocks of seating in church remain more distanced for 

those who require it, therefore overall capacity is reduced on normal 

years. 

Face coverings are required in church (unless you are exempt) 
 

 

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 

CAROL SERVICE THIS WEDNESDAY at 6.30pm we 

have our Christmas Carol Service for school and the 

wider local community. A simple service of readings, 

carols and prayers. At the end of the carol service we 

will move outdoors for more carols for passers-by to enjoy and join 

in. Refreshments will be served out of the parish room. Please come 

along and bring family, friends and neighbours too.   
 

EPIPHANY SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS & 

CAROLS On Wednesday 5th January (the Eve of the 

Feast of the Epiphany) at 7pm there will be a Service 

of Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight. In this 

beautiful service the story of the fall of humanity, the 

promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Christ is told 

in nine short Bible readings, interspersed with the singing of 

Christmas carols and hymns. Please do make it a date for you and 

your family. Seasonal refreshments will be served in the parish room 

after the service. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER CAROL SINGING You’re invited to 

join with friends from the other local churches in a spot of carol 

singing in the Chestnut Tree pub on Tuesday 21st December at 

7.00pm. Please gather beforehand outside St Mary Magdalen church in 

Sir Thomas White Road just before 7pm, and leave the Chestnut Tree 

when you choose! 

ADVENT ‘WALK WITH ME’ BOOKLETS & CALENDARS 

are available at the back of church. Booklets £1, calendars 50p. 

PREPARING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS Preparing the 

church for the Christmas celebrations is a big effort. If you can offer 

some time on Thursday 23 December after the 9.30am Mass to help 

get church ready – cleaning, flowers, etc - you will be very welcome. 

Refreshments will be available in the parish room.  

CHRISTMAS CRIB PRAYER STARS Gold prayer stars are 

available at the back of church today. You’re invited to write a prayer 

on the reverse (white) side and leave it in the basket near the crib. 

Prayer stars will be fixed to the crib as Christmas draws near. 

CHRISTMAS DRAW TICKETS are on sale now in the exit porch 

and at the back of church, £1 each. 1st prize £100 cash, 2nd prize 

Christmas hamper, 3rd prize Bottle of Whisky.  

MIDNIGHT MASS Mulled wine and mince pies will be served in the 

parish room after the 9pm Mass on Christmas Eve (‘Midnight Mass’). 

ADVENT SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Fr Paul will 

be available for confession for 20 minutes before all weekday Masses 

during the remainder of Advent.  

HOLY BAPTISM We pray today for Sienna Dimarco who will 

baptised this afternoon. 

THE NEWLY-BAPTISED During the 9.30am Mass today we 

welcome the newly-baptised and their families: Nola Fleet, Jude 

Carter, George Twycross.  

RECENTLY DEPARTED Please pray for the repose of the souls of 

Maureen Franklin, Michael Collins, Michael Doherty (Funeral 

Mass 11am Wednesday 15 December) & Marjorie Lee (Funeral 

Mass 10am Monday 20 December) 

DIOCESAN VACANCY SOCIAL WELFARE ADVISOR 

PERMANENT/PART-TIME (21 hours per week) AGILE WORKING  

£22,500.00 p.a. One of our paramount duties is to support our Clergy 

as they prepare to leave active ministry. This duty continues once 

they have formally retired. To help us deliver on this responsibility we 

are now seeking to recruit a part-time Social Welfare Advisor who 

will provide information, advice and practical assistance on social 

welfare issues to our Clergy or to those retiring/retired. More 

information on this role is available on the noticeboard. The job 

description is available from Gerry Dryden, Human Resources &amp; 

Communications Director – email: gerry.dryden@rcaob.org.uk 

Closing date for receipt of applications is noon on Monday 10th 

January 2022 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 2022 Mass intentions are now being taken 

for 2022. Please hand Mass envelopes to Fr Paul or Margaret McHugh 

or post them in the collection bags and boxes. 

STUDENT FELLOWSHIP GROUP Our Student Fellowship 

Group meets fortnightly on Wednesdays 7-8pm in the parish room 

and/or church. The next meeting is on Wednesday 12 January 

2022. For more information contact Kirstie at 

stagekirstie@gmail.com or Lucia at lucia.gaetani@libero.it   

FEEDING COVENTRY is appealing for the following items for 

Christmas Hampers: Luxury biscuits, festive chocolates, mince pies, 

selection boxes, Christmas crackers, cranberry sauce, packet stuffing, 

jam, savoury crackers, chocolate spread, coffee, squash, other store 

cupboard essentials. Please leave donations in the church porch.  

REPOSITORY The repository is restocked with Christmas cards, 

Advent calendars and Church Art calendars. It is possible to pay 

electronically by card using the Digital Collection Plates in church 

(there is one near the piety shop). A selection of cards and books will 

be on display outside the shop during the week.  

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING Every Saturday we have a 

coffee morning in the parish room, 10-11.30am. If you can help with 

serving perhaps one Saturday a month, please see Fr Paul. 

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you are interested in becoming a 

Catholic or learning more about the Catholic faith, please have a 

word with Father Paul.  
 

THE SACRED HEART CHAPEL LAMP 

burns this week for the  

Elaine & John Riordan 
 

THE LADY CHAPEL LAMP 

burns this week for  

The Twomey & Connolly families RIP  

To request a lamp please fill out an envelope at the back of church  
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Bishops’ Statement: Honouring Sunday 
Friday, November 19th, 2021 @ 12:00 pm 

 

 
CBCEW » Bishops » Plenaries » » Bishops’ Statement: Honouring... 

During the pandemic, public worship was suspended for a time and there have been restrictions on 

parish life. As a result, people have been exploring other ways to practice their faith including Spiritual 

Communion via live streaming. 

As people begin returning to more regular patterns of parish life and following the first face to face 

meeting of the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales in Leeds, the bishops have issued the following 

statement about the importance of honouring Sunday: 

Honouring Sunday 

As the Synodal Pathway of listening and discerning unfolds, we the bishops of England and Wales, are 

paying particular attention to the hopes and fears, the joys and anxieties of all who are sharing their 

thoughts and feelings with us. 

Longing for our Lord 

We are attentive to the experience of the last year or so, when we have lived our faith through the 

limitations of the pandemic. We have heard of the longing which some express as a “homesickness”. We 

want to be in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. We yearn to celebrate the sacraments together, 

especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We desire to be nourished by our Lord in Holy Communion. 

The live streaming of the Mass and the remarkable response of our Catholic communities to those in 

need, have provided comfort, sustenance and resilience. 
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The Eucharist, source and summit 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of our spiritual and pastoral life. Many people have said to us 

that they have appreciated the noble simplicity of the Mass at this time, which has allowed the mystery 

and majesty of our Lord’s sacrificial love to shine through. 

The central appeal of the Mass, its beauty and its transcendence, raises our minds and hearts to God in 

an unambiguous and compelling manner. Our Lord Jesus invites us to receive anew the gift of Sunday 

as the preeminent day, the day of the Resurrection, when the Church gathers to celebrate the Eucharist. 

Here we stand together before our heavenly Father, offering our thanksgiving and prayer, through our 

Saviour in the Holy Spirit. Here we receive Christ in his Word. Here we are nourished by Christ in his 

precious Body and Blood. This is our primary joy, for which there is no substitute, and from which we 

draw our strength. 

The Gift of the Sunday Eucharist 

The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to praise and thank God in the most 

sublime way possible. When the Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending 

Mass is a personal response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love. 

At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain factors which hinder attendance at 

Sunday Mass. The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is 

legitimate fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise that these prevailing circumstances 

suggest that not everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass. 

Responding to the Gift 

We now encourage all Catholics to look again at the patterns which they have formed in recent months 

with regard to going to Mass on Sundays. This would include consideration and reflection about what we 

might do on Sundays, such as sports or shopping, or other leisure and social activities. This review, and 

the decisions which arise from it, fall to every Catholic and we trust this will be done with honesty, 

motivated by a real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the Mass. 

The Sunday Mass is the very heartbeat of the Church and of our personal life of faith. We gather on the 

“first day of the week,” and devote ourselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). The Eucharist sustains us and spurs us on, renewing our gratitude 

and our hope. When we say “Amen” to Christ in receiving his Body and Blood, we express the love of 

God which is deep within us, and at the end of Mass, when we are sent forth, we express our love for 

our neighbour, especially those in need. These two dimensions reveal the full meaning of our faith. We 

are gathered together and sent out, we pray and are fed, we worship and we adore; these are intrinsic to 

our lives as those baptised into Christ. 

Approved at the Plenary Assembly of Bishops in Leeds. 

Thursday 18 November 2021 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Prayers for Spiritual Communion 
 

Anima Christi 

 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 

Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 

O good Jesus, hear me 

Within thy wounds hide me 

Permit me not to be separated from thee 

From the wicked foe defend me 

At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come to thee 

That with thy saints I may praise thee 

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with 

you always’. Be with me today as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, and keep us 

all in your care. Amen. 

O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that nothing can 

separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer of General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks for 

all your goodness and loving kindness. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 

life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 

means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our 

hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your praise, not only with our lips but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Conclude with the following: 

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 


