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 SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021 

  THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

(The Sunday after the Nativity) 
 

Christmas Week    
Sun 26th       THE FEAST OF THE HOLY 

FAMILY 

 

9.30am FAMILY MASS  

11.15am SOLEMN MASS 

(Divine Worship) 

Intentions of Terry Reyes 

The People of the Parish 

Tony, Joan & Marjorie Lee RIP (Fr Tim) 

Vespers  Led by Fr Paul on Zoom on Sunday. An email invitation is sent to all parishioners on our emailing list. 

               Monday – Saturday: Please contact Mark at Niziolomski-AllSouls@virginmedia.com for a daily text and Zoom link. 

Mon 27th  THE FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE 

EVANGELIST 

9.00am Adoration 

9.30am MASS 

 

Catherine Etheridge RIP 

Tues 28th  THE FEAST OF THE HOLY 

INNOCENTS 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am MASS 

 

Barbara Redpath RIP 

Wed 29th  THE FEAST OF ST. THOMAS 

BECKET, Martyr 

9.00am Adoration 

9.30am MASS 

 

Mary & Michael Lynch RIP 

Thurs 30th  Sixth Day within the Octave of 

Christmas 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am MASS 

 

Brenda Etherson RIP 

Fri 31st  Seventh Day within the Octave of 

Christmas 

9.00am Adoration 

9.30am MASS 

 

Frank Brennan RIP 

Sat 1st Jan THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 

THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

11.00am SOLEMN MASS Philip Walsh RIP 

Con Collins RIP (Fr Tim) 

Sun 2nd  SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE 

NATIVITY 

9.30am FAMILY MASS 

11.15am SOLEMN MASS 

Seamus Croarkin RIP 

The People of the Parish 

Ints of Maureen Lesley & family (Fr Tim) 
 

 

 

 

Christmas isn’t cancelled – God is with us 
Dear friends 

I wish you and your families a very happy and blessed Christmas and thank you for all your Christmas greetings and gifts. It is immensely 

frustrating that we still find ourselves struggling to live with covid-19 for a second Christmas, but as large as this wretched virus looms in 

our lives, it can’t steal the joy of our celebration of the birth of Christ. Our minds turn at Christmas to the wonderful truth that God 

visited this world in Christ for its healing and reconciliation. If we can get beyond the sentimentality of Christmas (not easy), we see that 

the One who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth took on human flesh. God chose to share in everything 

with us, all the beauty and ugliness that we experience. And from that moment humanity came to worship a God who is not far away, 

but a God who is with us. It is galling that covid-19 is shaping a second Christmas, but in it God is with us. He is with those who are 

sick; with those who must sit with a dying relative; with those who can’t be with their families again this Christmas; with all of us who 

are just feeling weary and weighed down with it all. God is with us.  

 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things came to 

be, not one thing had its being but through him. The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only 

Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1: 1-3,14 
 
 

 

EPIPHANY SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS  
On Wednesday 5th January (the Eve of the Solemnity of the Epiphany) at 

7pm there will be a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight. In this 

beautiful service the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and 

the birth of Christ is told in nine short Bible readings, interspersed with the 

singing of Christmas carols and hymns. It’s all too easy for our Christmas 

celebrations to fizzle out just days after Christmas Day, so please do make this 

service a date for you and your family to keep your Christmas celebrations alive 

well into the new year.  
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HYMNS AT 9.30am MASS 

Entrance 145     Offertory  920    Communion 136   Recessional  341 

Psalm response: They are happy who dwell in your house, O 

Lord. 

WELCOME TO ALL SOULS If you are worshipping with us for 

the first time today, a very warm welcome. Please make yourself 

known to parishioners and to one of the clergy. If you are returning 

to Mass after a period of time away because of the pandemic, 

welcome back. 

CRIB OFFERINGS 

Please place crib 

offerings in the box 

near the crib. Crib offerings this year will be donated to Friends of 

the Holy Land. Friends of the Holy Land is an ecumenical charity 

supporting the vulnerable Christian community in the West Bank, 

Gaza, Israel and Jordan. The pandemic has made a difficult situation 

much worse for Christians living in the land of Our Lord’s birth. The 

shutdown of tourism and pilgrimage since 2020 has devastated most 

people’s livelihoods and plunged them into debt. Friends of the Holy 

Land is helping with grants towards emergency food, bills, education, 

and  - its special focus this Christmas – medical needs.    Nariman is 

one example. She is expecting a baby in Bethlehem this Christmas, 

and the hospital bill could cost anything between £300-£1000. But her 

family is already in debt. She says;  “It’s really hard. Because as you know, 

the situation got worse with Covid-19 and there are no job opportunities 

anymore. Tourism totally stopped in Bethlehem. There is barely any work. 

Sometimes we get sick and need medicine, there are bills, and we can’t 

afford it all every time. We are going through tough times and situations.” 

A Christmas Prayer 
for the Christians of the Holy Land 

Lord Jesus, born in Bethlehem,  

we pray for our brothers and sisters  

in the land you made holy.  

Strengthen us with them to be lights in the world,  

and witnesses to your grace.  

Like the shepherds long ago,  

may we proclaim in our lives  

all that we have seen and heard,  

for your love’s sake.  

Amen. 

 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS ON THE NATIVITY 

St. John of the Cross (1542-1591), a Spanish mystic and poet, wrote 

these beautiful words on the Nativity of Christ. He focuses on the 

marriage of the divine and human in the Incarnation and the love God 

has for humanity. 
 

Now at last the destined ages 

Their appointed course had run, 

When rejoicing from His chamber 

Issued forth the Bridegroom Son. 
 

He embraced His bride,  

and held her lovingly upon His breast, 

And the gracious Mother laid Him 

In the manger down to rest. 
 

There He lay, the dumb beasts by Him, 

They were fitly stabled there, 

While the shepherds and the angels 

Filled with melody the air. 
 

So the feast of their espousals 

With solemnity was kept; 

But Almighty God, an Infant, 

In the manger moaned and wept. 
 

So the bride at her betrothal 

Did the bridal gifts arrange; 

But the Mother looked in wonder 

At the marvellous exchange. 
 

Man gave forth a song of gladness, 

God Himself a plaintive moan; 

Both possessing that which never 

Had been hitherto their own. 

 

FACE COVERINGS We respectfully ask that, unless exempt, you 

wear a face covering in church and in the parish room. This is now a 

requirement according to the latest government guidelines. Face 

coverings are required in all places of worship. 
 

THANK YOU A very big thank you to everybody who helped to 

prepare church for Christmas so lovingly, and to our musicians, 

readers, servers and welcomers. Thank you too to everybody who 

has worked so hard in many ways, often unseen, during 2021 to keep 

parish life in good health.  

CHRISTMAS CRIB PRAYER STARS You’ve probably seen the 

galaxy of golden prayer stars around the Christmas crib. These are 

available at the back of church. You’re invited to write a prayer on the 

reverse (white) side and leave it in the basket near the crib. Your star 

will then be fixed to the crib. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING Envelopes are available at the back of 

church. Please put these in the collection bags at the back of church 

or the wall box near the Lady Chapel. Alternatively Christmas 

offerings can also be made using the Digital Collection Plates. 
 

RECENTLY DEPARTED Please pray for the repose of the souls of 

Lawrence (Larry) Farrell (Funeral Mass 11am Tuesday 18 January 

2022) and Ann Felix (funeral arrangements to be confirmed). We 

pray too for their families and extend to them our condolences. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. 

WALKING TOGETHER From the Diocesan Synod Handbook: 

‘Pope Francis wants to hear from the whole Church about what is 

happening in local parishes. We aim to capture your answers to the basic 

question: What is the Holy Spirit saying to our Church today? The way Pope 

Francis has proposed doing this is a synodal process. Synod means 

‘journeying together’ and it involves listening to the Holy Spirit and to each 

other in order to discern the path we are called to walk together. Here at 

All Souls there will be opportunities to engage in the process, Walking 

Together, in the new year. Once we know what post-Christmas covid 

restrictions look like, dates of meetings will be confirmed. Information 

about the Archdiocese of Birmingham’s involvement in the synodal 

process is available at https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/the-

synod-2021-2023 

PASTORAL COUNCIL The next meeting of the Pastoral Council 

is scheduled for Tuesday 4 January at 7.30pm. We shall have to wait 

and see whether it will be possible for the meeting to be in-person or 

virtual. 
 

STUDENT FELLOWSHIP GROUP Our Student Fellowship 

Group meets fortnightly on Wednesdays 7-8pm in the parish room 

and/or church. The next meeting is on Wednesday 12 January 

2022. For more information contact Kirstie at 

stagekirstie@gmail.com or Lucia at lucia.gaetani@libero.it   

FOODBANK Thank you for your generosity to the Foodbank. 

Please keep on giving – the need continues. Please leave donations in 

the box in the porch.  

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you are interested in becoming a 

Catholic or learning more about the Catholic faith, please have a 

word with Father Paul.  

DIOCESAN VACANCY SOCIAL WELFARE ADVISOR 

PERMANENT/PART-TIME (21 hours per week) AGILE WORKING  

£22,500.00 p.a. One of our paramount duties is to support our Clergy 

as they prepare to leave active ministry. This duty continues once 

they have formally retired. To help us deliver on this responsibility we 

are now seeking to recruit a part-time Social Welfare Advisor who 

will provide information, advice and practical assistance on social 

welfare issues to our Clergy or to those retiring/retired. More 

information on this role is available on the noticeboard. The job 

description is available from Gerry Dryden, Human Resources &amp; 

Communications Director – email: gerry.dryden@rcaob.org.uk 

Closing date for receipt of applications is noon on Monday 10th 

January 2022. 

THE SACRED HEART CHAPEL LAMP 

burns this week for  

the Johnson family 
 

THE LADY CHAPEL LAMP 

burns this week for  

P.J. Barrett 

To request a lamp please fill out an envelope at the back of church  
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Bishops’ Statement: Honouring Sunday 
Friday, November 19th, 2021 @ 12:00 pm 

 

 
CBCEW » Bishops » Plenaries » » Bishops’ Statement: Honouring... 

During the pandemic, public worship was suspended for a time and there have been restrictions on 

parish life. As a result, people have been exploring other ways to practice their faith including Spiritual 

Communion via live streaming. 

As people begin returning to more regular patterns of parish life and following the first face to face 

meeting of the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales in Leeds, the bishops have issued the following 

statement about the importance of honouring Sunday: 

Honouring Sunday 

As the Synodal Pathway of listening and discerning unfolds, we the bishops of England and Wales, are 

paying particular attention to the hopes and fears, the joys and anxieties of all who are sharing their 

thoughts and feelings with us. 

Longing for our Lord 

We are attentive to the experience of the last year or so, when we have lived our faith through the 

limitations of the pandemic. We have heard of the longing which some express as a “homesickness”. We 

want to be in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. We yearn to celebrate the sacraments together, 

especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We desire to be nourished by our Lord in Holy Communion. 

The live streaming of the Mass and the remarkable response of our Catholic communities to those in 

need, have provided comfort, sustenance and resilience. 
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The Eucharist, source and summit 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of our spiritual and pastoral life. Many people have said to us 

that they have appreciated the noble simplicity of the Mass at this time, which has allowed the mystery 

and majesty of our Lord’s sacrificial love to shine through. 

The central appeal of the Mass, its beauty and its transcendence, raises our minds and hearts to God in 

an unambiguous and compelling manner. Our Lord Jesus invites us to receive anew the gift of Sunday 

as the preeminent day, the day of the Resurrection, when the Church gathers to celebrate the Eucharist. 

Here we stand together before our heavenly Father, offering our thanksgiving and prayer, through our 

Saviour in the Holy Spirit. Here we receive Christ in his Word. Here we are nourished by Christ in his 

precious Body and Blood. This is our primary joy, for which there is no substitute, and from which we 

draw our strength. 

The Gift of the Sunday Eucharist 

The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to praise and thank God in the most 

sublime way possible. When the Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending 

Mass is a personal response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love. 

At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain factors which hinder attendance at 

Sunday Mass. The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is 

legitimate fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise that these prevailing circumstances 

suggest that not everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass. 

Responding to the Gift 

We now encourage all Catholics to look again at the patterns which they have formed in recent months 

with regard to going to Mass on Sundays. This would include consideration and reflection about what we 

might do on Sundays, such as sports or shopping, or other leisure and social activities. This review, and 

the decisions which arise from it, fall to every Catholic and we trust this will be done with honesty, 

motivated by a real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the Mass. 

The Sunday Mass is the very heartbeat of the Church and of our personal life of faith. We gather on the 

“first day of the week,” and devote ourselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). The Eucharist sustains us and spurs us on, renewing our gratitude 

and our hope. When we say “Amen” to Christ in receiving his Body and Blood, we express the love of 

God which is deep within us, and at the end of Mass, when we are sent forth, we express our love for 

our neighbour, especially those in need. These two dimensions reveal the full meaning of our faith. We 

are gathered together and sent out, we pray and are fed, we worship and we adore; these are intrinsic to 

our lives as those baptised into Christ. 

Approved at the Plenary Assembly of Bishops in Leeds. 

Thursday 18 November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayers for Spiritual Communion 
 

Anima Christi 

 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 

Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 

O good Jesus, hear me 

Within thy wounds hide me 

Permit me not to be separated from thee 

From the wicked foe defend me 

At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come to thee 

That with thy saints I may praise thee 

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with 

you always’. Be with me today as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, and keep us 

all in your care. Amen. 

O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that nothing can 

separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer of General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks for 

all your goodness and loving kindness. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 

life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 

means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our 

hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your praise, not only with our lips but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Conclude with the following: 

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 


