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 SUNDAY 23 JANUARY 2022 

  THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Sun 23rd Jan       THIRD SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

(3rd Sunday after the Epiphany) 

Also designated as The Sunday of 

the Word of God 

9.30am FAMILY MASS 

11.15am SOLEMN MASS 

(Divine Worship) 

Thomas & Margaret Dillon RIP 

The People of the Parish 

James & Josephine Foley RIP (Fr Tim) 

Mon 24th   St. Francis de Sales, Bishop, 

Doctor of the Church 

 

9.00am Adoration 

9.30am Mass 

 

A sick person 

Tues 25th  THE CONVERSION OF ST. 

PAUL, Apostle 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am MASS (with Years 1&2) 

 

Breda Mehlhorn & Carmel Murray RIP 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity concludes  

Wed 26th   St. Timothy & St, Titus, 

Bishops 

9.00am Adoration  

9.30am Mass 

 

Josie McGrath (birthday) 

Thurs 27th 

  

Feria in Ordinary Time 9.00am Morning Prayer 

5.00pm Reception into church 

7.00pm Adoration 

7.30pm Mass (Divine Worship) 

 

Margaret Murphy RIP 

 

Claude Joseph Coyne RIP 

Fri 28th     St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest, 

Doctor of the Church 

9am Funeral Mass Margaret Murphy RIP 

Sat 29th   Our Lady on Saturday 

 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass  

10.00-11.00am Adoration & Confession 

 

Ann & Frank Murray RIP 

Sun 30th    FOURTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

(4th Sunday after the Epiphany) 

9.30am FAMILY MASS 

11.15am SOLEMN MASS 

Mary Flynn RIP (1st anniversary) 

The People of the Parish 

Andrew Gardner RIP (Fr Tim) 

Vespers  Led by Fr Paul on Zoom on Sunday. An email invitation is sent to all parishioners on our emailing list. 

               Monday – Saturday: Please contact Mark at Niziolomski-AllSouls@virginmedia.com for a daily text and Zoom link. 
 

 

                                               LISTENING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

In the process of Walking Together (see more information overleaf), Pope Francis is calling on Catholics all over the 

world – clergy and laity - to listen to one another to discern the needs of God’s Church today, while always 

listening to the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

Even before the Walking Together process was announced, Pope Francis spoke some words of caution about the danger of NOT being 

attentive to the voice of the Holy Spirit as we make our plans for the Church. During his weekly general audience on 25 November 

2020 Pope Francis said, “At times, I feel a great sadness when I see a community that, with goodwill, takes a wrong path because it thinks it is 

making the church through gatherings, as if it were a political party: the majority, the minority, what this one thinks of this or that or the other, 

saying, ‘This is like a synod, a synodal path that we must take.'”  
 

 

“I ask myself, ‘Where is the Holy Spirit there? Where is prayer? Where is the community’s love? Where is the Eucharist?’ Without these four 

coordinates, the church becomes a human society, a political party,” he said. “But there is no Holy Spirit.”  

 
 

In his audience address, the pope said that in order “to evaluate a situation, we must ask ourselves if there are these four coordinates: 

community life, prayer, the Eucharist and preaching.” If one of those aspects is missing, he said, then the presence of the Holy Spirit is 

missing, which risks converting the Catholic Church into “a beautiful humanitarian association,” but “it is not the church.” 
 
 

Discussions and negotiations do not lead to the growth of the church, he said. “It grows by attraction. And who creates that attraction? The 

Holy Spirit,” Pope Francis said, echoing the words of Pope Benedict XVI. “If the Holy Spirit, who attracts people to Jesus, is missing, then there 

is no church there. There is a nice club of friends, good, with good intentions, but there is no church, there is no synodality,” the pope said. 

 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be 

created, and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly 

wise and ever enjoy his consolations, through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
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HYMNS AT 9.30am MASS 

Entrance 725   Offertory 747    Communion 832   Recessional 864 

Psalm response: Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life 

WELCOME TO ALL SOULS If you are worshipping with us for 

the first time today, or returning after a while because of the 

pandemic, a very warm welcome.  

FACE COVERINGS We respectfully ask that, unless exempt, you 

wear a face covering in church and in the parish room.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION MEETING & MASS The 

first of the meetings for families of children preparing for First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation later this year is this Saturday, 29 

January 5-6pm.  

BLESSINGS Today during the 9.30am Mass Fr Paul will bless Orla 

Newell, Layla Etchells and Lewis Etchells ahead of their 

upcoming baptisms. We pray for them and extend a very warm 

welcome to their families. 

RECENTLY DEPARTED Please pray for the repose of the souls of 

Anne Felix, Lawrence (Larry) Farrell, Eileen Magill, Margaret 

Murphy (Funeral Mass 9am Friday 28 January) and Eva Arendt 

(Funeral Mass 10am Wednesday 3 February). Eternal rest grant unto 

them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

SpREd GROUP MEETINGS this term will take place on 29 

January, 26 February, 26 March at 12noon. The term ends with Mass 

at 11.15am on Palm Sunday, 10 April. 

WALKING TOGETHER: SYNOD 2021-2023 

 
The next Synod of bishops will take place in Rome in 2023. The Holy 

Father has asked the whole Church – at every level - to participate in 

the preparations for that Assembly. The Synod has been given the 

title, “For a Synodal Church: communion, participation and 

mission.” That’s a bit of a mouthful, and perhaps a bit opaque, but it 

is the Holy Father’s way of describing the Church journeying together; a 

way of recognising that we do not follow Jesus Christ alone. We 

travel with Christ and with one another. The ‘Synodal way’ is an 

invitation for us to journey together, to listen to the prompting of the 

Holy Spirit, to the needs of God’s people and of the world. 

   Pope Francis asks us to recognise that this ‘Synodal way’ is not 

democracy. It is not about communities and individuals with different 

agendas competing with one another. It is about consensus – being of a 

common mind arrived at by listening to the Holy Spirit. Nor is the 

process a means for changing or challenging the teaching authority of 

the Church or its doctrine, which has been handed down by Christ to 

his Church and safeguarded by successive Popes. Rather, it is about 

journeying together, listening to each other, learning from each other. 

  Here at All Souls there will be 3 meetings of parishioners to engage 

with the questions put to us by our diocese on 3 areas: 

Communion, Participation and Mission. The meetings will be in 

the parish room 7.30-9pm on Mondays 24 January, 31 January 

and 7 February. Forms for individual responses are also available in 

church and on the website for people who are unable to attend the 

meetings. Information about the synodal process is available at 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/the-synod-2021-2023 

Responses will be collated anonymously and a summary of dialogue 

fed back to the diocese at the end of February/beginning of March. 

Please take the Walking Together leaflet with you today. 
 

STUDENT FELLOWSHIP GROUP meets fortnightly on 

Wednesdays 7-8pm in the parish room and/or church. The next 

meeting is on Wednesday 26 January 2022. For more information 

contact Kirstie at stagekirstie@gmail.com or Lucia at 

lucia.gaetani@libero.it   
 

FOODBANK Thank you for your generosity to the Foodbank. 

Please keep on giving – the need continues. Please leave donations in 

the box in the porch.  

THE SACRED HEART CHAPEL LAMP 

burns this week for Josie McGrath 
 

THE LADY CHAPEL LAMP 

burns this week for The Freeman family 

To request a lamp please fill out an envelope at the back of church  

TODAY IS SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 

CHRIST IS PRESENT IN HIS WORD 

"When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to 

his people, and Christ, present in his word, proclaims the Gospel". 

These words from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) 

set before us a profound truth that we need to ponder and make our 

own. The words of Sacred Scripture are unlike any other texts we will 

ever hear, because they not only give us information, they are a 

vehicle God uses to reveal himself to us, the means by which we 

come to know the depth of God's love for us, and the responsibilities 

entailed in being Christ's followers and members of his Body.  

SPECIAL HONOUR GIVEN TO THE GOSPEL We believe 

that all Scripture, the Old and New Testaments, is inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, but the Church has always given special honour to the 

Gospel because in the Gospel we have not simply the preparation for 

and prefiguring of Christ, nor reflections on his message, but the words 

and deeds of Christ himself. The proclamation of the Gospel is 

surrounded with marks of respect and honour: the Gospel is read by 

an ordained minister, the deacon or priest; the handsomely bound 

Book of the Gospels is carried aloft with honour in the entrance 

procession on Sundays; just before the Gospel is read the Gospel 

book is carried in procession to the ambo to the accompaniment of 

an acclamation sung by the congregation; it may be incensed before 

the reading and is kissed at its conclusion; finally, all stand as the 

Gospel is proclaimed. Through all this honour paid to the book 

containing the Gospel, the Church pays homage to Christ who is 

present in his Word and who proclaims his Gospel. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD It is therefore so vitally 

important that those who proclaim God’s word do so clearly and 

audibly, and with an understanding of the words they are proclaiming. 

The Church requires that those who read the Scriptures at Mass must 

be "truly suited to carrying out this function and carefully prepared, so that 

by their hearing the readings from the sacred texts the faithful may conceive 

in their hearts a sweet and living affection for Sacred Scripture" (GIRM). At 

Mass today our readers will be blessed and commissioned with these 

words: 

Everlasting God,  

when he read in the synagogue at Nazareth,  

your Son proclaimed the good news of salvation  

for which he would give up his life.  

Bless these readers.  

As they proclaim your words of life,  

strengthen their faith  

that they may read with conviction and boldness,  

and put into practice what they read.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD The Church places a 

duty on all of us to listen to what is being proclaimed: "The readings 

from the Word of God are to be listened to reverently by everyone" 

(GIRM). We should listen as we would if Christ himself were standing 

at the lectern, because in fact it is God who speaks when the 

Scriptures are proclaimed. Following along with the printed word can 

be a distraction from this; better to close our eyes, be still and listen 

for the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking to us in that moment. 

Reading the Mass readings beforehand in preparation for Mass is a good 

way of making our hearts more receptive and fruitful when we hear 

the word of God at Mass. These can be found in a Missal or online. 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD The Word of God, 

which is living and active, calls each of us for a response that moves 

beyond the Mass itself and affects our daily lives, leading us to engage 

in the task of making Christ known to the world by all that we do and 

say.  

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR PODCAST Fr. Mike Schmitz walks you 

through the entire Bible in 365 episodes, providing commentary, 

reflection, and prayer along the way. Register for the podcast at 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration 
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Bishops’ Statement: Honouring Sunday 
Friday, November 19th, 2021 @ 12:00 pm 

 

 
CBCEW » Bishops » Plenaries » » Bishops’ Statement: Honouring... 

During the pandemic, public worship was suspended for a time and there have been restrictions on 

parish life. As a result, people have been exploring other ways to practice their faith including Spiritual 

Communion via live streaming. 

As people begin returning to more regular patterns of parish life and following the first face to face 

meeting of the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales in Leeds, the bishops have issued the following 

statement about the importance of honouring Sunday: 

Honouring Sunday 

As the Synodal Pathway of listening and discerning unfolds, we the bishops of England and Wales, are 

paying particular attention to the hopes and fears, the joys and anxieties of all who are sharing their 

thoughts and feelings with us. 

Longing for our Lord 

We are attentive to the experience of the last year or so, when we have lived our faith through the 

limitations of the pandemic. We have heard of the longing which some express as a “homesickness”. We 

want to be in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. We yearn to celebrate the sacraments together, 

especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We desire to be nourished by our Lord in Holy Communion. 

The live streaming of the Mass and the remarkable response of our Catholic communities to those in 

need, have provided comfort, sustenance and resilience. 
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The Eucharist, source and summit 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of our spiritual and pastoral life. Many people have said to us 

that they have appreciated the noble simplicity of the Mass at this time, which has allowed the mystery 

and majesty of our Lord’s sacrificial love to shine through. 

The central appeal of the Mass, its beauty and its transcendence, raises our minds and hearts to God in 

an unambiguous and compelling manner. Our Lord Jesus invites us to receive anew the gift of Sunday 

as the preeminent day, the day of the Resurrection, when the Church gathers to celebrate the Eucharist. 

Here we stand together before our heavenly Father, offering our thanksgiving and prayer, through our 

Saviour in the Holy Spirit. Here we receive Christ in his Word. Here we are nourished by Christ in his 

precious Body and Blood. This is our primary joy, for which there is no substitute, and from which we 

draw our strength. 

The Gift of the Sunday Eucharist 

The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to praise and thank God in the most 

sublime way possible. When the Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending 

Mass is a personal response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love. 

At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain factors which hinder attendance at 

Sunday Mass. The pandemic is clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is 

legitimate fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise that these prevailing circumstances 

suggest that not everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass. 

Responding to the Gift 

We now encourage all Catholics to look again at the patterns which they have formed in recent months 

with regard to going to Mass on Sundays. This would include consideration and reflection about what we 

might do on Sundays, such as sports or shopping, or other leisure and social activities. This review, and 

the decisions which arise from it, fall to every Catholic and we trust this will be done with honesty, 

motivated by a real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the Mass. 

The Sunday Mass is the very heartbeat of the Church and of our personal life of faith. We gather on the 

“first day of the week,” and devote ourselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). The Eucharist sustains us and spurs us on, renewing our gratitude 

and our hope. When we say “Amen” to Christ in receiving his Body and Blood, we express the love of 

God which is deep within us, and at the end of Mass, when we are sent forth, we express our love for 

our neighbour, especially those in need. These two dimensions reveal the full meaning of our faith. We 

are gathered together and sent out, we pray and are fed, we worship and we adore; these are intrinsic to 

our lives as those baptised into Christ. 

Approved at the Plenary Assembly of Bishops in Leeds. 

Thursday 18 November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayers for Spiritual Communion 
 

Anima Christi 

 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 

Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 

O good Jesus, hear me 

Within thy wounds hide me 

Permit me not to be separated from thee 

From the wicked foe defend me 

At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come to thee 

That with thy saints I may praise thee 

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with 

you always’. Be with me today as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, and keep us 

all in your care. Amen. 

O God, help me to trust you, help me to know that you are with me, help me to believe that nothing can 

separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer of General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks for 

all your goodness and loving kindness. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 

life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 

means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our 

hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your praise, not only with our lips but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Conclude with the following: 

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 


